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•  A SHOT OF WHISKEY   I n  t h e  o l d  we s t  a  .45  c a r t r i d g e  f o r  a  s i x - g un  co s t  12  cen t s ,  s o  d i d  a  g l a s s  o f  wh i s key.  I f  a  c owhand  wa s  l ow  on  c a sh 
h e  wou l d  o f t e n  g i v e  t h e  b a r t e nde r  a  c a r t r i d g e  i n  exch ange  f o r  a  d r i n k .  T h i s  b e came  k nown  a s  a  “sho t ”  o f  wh i s key.   •  THE WHOLE NINE YARDS
A me r i c an  f i g h t e r  p l a ne s  i n  W WI I  h a d  mach i n e  g un s  t h a t  we r e  f e d  by  a  b e l t  o f  c a r t r i d g e s .  T he  a ve r a ge  p l a ne  he l d  b e l t s  t h a t  we r e  27  f e e t  (9  ya r d s) 
l o ng .  I f  t h e  g unne r  u s e d  u p  a l l  h i s  ammo  he  wa s  s a i d  t o  h a ve  g i v en  i t  t h e  who l e  n i n e  ya r d s .  •  BUYING THE FARM   T h i s  i s  s y nonymou s  w i t h  d y i n g . 
D u r i n g  W WI  s o l d i e r s  we r e  g i v en  l i f e  i n s u r an ce  p o l i c i e s  wo r t h  $5,000.  T h i s  wa s  abou t  t h e  p r i c e  o f  a n  a ve r a ge  f a rm  s o  i f  yo u  d i e d  you  “bough t  t h e 
f a rm”  f o r  you r  s u r v i v o r s .  •  IRON CLAD CONTRACT   T h i s  c ame  abou t  f r om  t h e  i r o n c l a d  s h i p s  o f  t h e  C i v i l  Wa r.  I t  mean t  s ome t h i n g  s o  s t r o ng  i t 
c o u l d  no t  b e  b r o ken .  •  PASSING THE BUCK / THE BUCK STOPS HERE   Mo s t  men  i n  t h e  e a r l y  we s t  c a r r i e d  a  j a ck  k n i f e  made  by  t h e  Bu ck  K n i f e 
Comp any.  When  p l a y i n g  p oke r  i t  wa s  common  t o  p l a ce  one  o f  t h e s e  Bu ck  k n i ve s  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  d e a l e r  s o  t h a t  e ve r yone  k new  who  he  wa s .  When  i t 
wa s  t ime  f o r  a  n ew  dea l e r  t h e  d e ck  o f  c a r d s  and  t h e  k n i f e  we r e  g i v en  t o  t h e  n ew  dea l e r.  I f  t h i s  p e r s on  d i d n’t  wan t  t o  d e a l  h e  wou l d  “p a s s  t h e  b u ck” 
t o  t h e  n ex t  p l a ye r.  I f  t h a t  p l a ye r  a c cep t e d  t h en  “t h e  b u ck  s t o pped  t h e r e”.  •   RIFF  RAFF   T h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r  wa s  t h e  ma i n  way  o f  t r a ve l i n g  f r om 
no r t h  t o  s o u t h .  R i v e r b oa t s  c a r r i e d  p a s s enge r s  a nd  f r e i g h t  b u t  we r e  exp en s i v e  s o  mo s t  p eop l e  u s e d  r a f t s .  E ve r y t h i n g  h ad  t h e  r i g h t  o f  wa y  ove r  r a f t s 
wh i c h  we r e  con s i d e r e d  che ap .  T he  s t e e r i n g  o a r  o n  t h e  r a f t s  wa s  c a l l e d  a  “r i f f ”  a nd  t h i s  t r a n sp o s e d  i n t o  r i f f - r a f f,  mean i n g  l ow  c l a s s .  •  COBWEB   T h e 
O l d  Eng l i s h  wo r d  f o r  “s p i d e r ”  wa s  “cob”.  •  SHIP STATE  ROOMS   Tr a ve l i n g  by  s t e amboa t  wa s  con s i d e r e d  t h e  h e i g h t  o f  c om fo r t .  Pa s s enge r  c a b i n s  o n 
t h e  b oa t s  we r e  no t  n umbe r e d .  I n s t e a d  t h ey  we r e  n amed  a f t e r  s t a t e s .  To  t h i s  d a y  c ab i n s  o n  s h i p s  a r e  c a l l e d  s t a t e r o oms .  •  SLEEP TIGHT   E a r l y  b e d s 
we r e  made  w i t h  a  wooden  f r ame.  Rope s  we r e  t i e d  a c r o s s  t h e  f r ame  i n  a  c r i s s - c r o s s  p a t t e r n .  A  s t r aw  ma t t r e s s  wa s  t h en  p u t  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  r o p e s .  O ve r 
t ime  t h e  r o p e s  s t r e t c h e d,  c a u s i n g  t h e  b e d  t o  s a g .  T he  owne r  wou l d  t h en  t i g h t en  t h e  r o p e s  t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  n i g h t ’s  s l e ep .  •  SHOWBOAT   T h e s e  we r e 
f l o a t i n g  t h e a t e r s  b u i l t  o n  a  b a r g e  t h a t  wa s  p u shed  by  a  s t e amboa t .  T he s e  p l a ye d  sma l l  t owns  a l o ng  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  R i v e r.  Un l i ke  t h e  b oa t  s hown  i n 
t h e  mov i e  “Showboa t ”  t h e s e  d i d  no t  h a ve  an  eng i n e .  T hey  we r e  g aud y  and  a t t e n t i o n  g r a bb i n g  wh i ch  i s  why  we  s a y  s omeone  who  i s  b e i n g  t h e  l i f e  o f 
t h e  p a r t y  i s  “s howboa t i n g”.  •  OVER A BARREL   I n  t h e  d a y s  b e f o r e  CPR  a  d r own i ng  v i c t im  wou l d  b e  p l a ce d  f a ce  d own  ove r  a  b a r r e l  a nd  t h e  b a r r e l 
wou l d  b e  r o l l e d  b a ck  and  f o r t h  i n  a  e f f o r t  t o  emp t y  t h e  l u ng s  o f  wa t e r.  I t  wa s  r a r e l y  e f f e c t i v e .  I f  yo u  a r e  ove r  a  b a r r e l  yo u  a r e  i n  d e ep  t r o ub l e .  
•  BARGE IN   Hea v y  f r e i g h t  wa s  moved  a l o ng  t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  i n  l a r g e  b a r g e s  p u shed  by  s t e amboa t s .  T h e s e  we r e  h a r d  t o  c on t r o l  a nd  wou l d  s ome t ime s 
s w i ng  i n t o  p i e r s  o r  o t h e r  b o a t s .  Peop l e  wou l d  s a y  t h ey  “b a r ge d  i n”.  •  HOGWASH   S t e amboa t s  c a r r i e d  b o t h  p eop l e  and  an ima l s .  S i n ce  p i g s  sme l l e d 
s o  b a d  t h ey  wou l d  b e  wa shed  b e f o r e  b e i n g  p u t  o n  b oa r d .  T he  mud  and  o t h e r  f i l t h  t h a t  wa s  wa shed  o f f  wa s  con s i d e r e d  u s e l e s s  “hog  wa sh”.  •  CURFEW  
T h e  wo r d  “cu r f ew ”  come s  f r om  t h e  F r e n ch  p h r a s e  “cou v r e - f e u”,  wh i c h  mean s  “cove r  t h e  f i r e”.  I t  wa s  u s e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  t ime  o f  b l ow i ng  o u t  a l l 
l amp s  and  c and l e s .  I t  wa s  l a t e r  a dop t e d  i n t o  M i d d l e  Eng l i s h  a s  “cu r f e u”,  wh i c h  l a t e r  b e came  t h e  mode r n  “cu r f ew ”.  I n  t h e  e a r l y  A me r i c an  co l o n i e s 
home s  h ad  no  r e a l  f i r e p l a ce s  s o  a  f i r e  wa s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  c en t e r  o f  t h e  r o om.  I n  o r d e r  t o  make  s u r e  a  f i r e  d i d  no t  g e t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l  d u r i n g  t h e  n i g h t 
i t  wa s  r e qu i r e d  t h a t,  b y  an  a g r e e d  u pon  t ime,  a l l  f i r e s  wou l d  b e  cove r e d  w i t h  a  c l a y  p o t  c a l l e d - a  “cu r f ew ”.  •  BARRELS OF OIL   When  t h e  f i r s t 
o i l  we l l s  we r e  d r i l l e d  t h ey  h ad  made  no  p r ov i s i o n  f o r  s t o r i n g  t h e  l i q u i d  s o  t h ey  u s e d  wa t e r  b a r r e l s  wh i c h  we r e  42  g a l l o n s  r a t h e r  t h an  55  g a l l o n s . 
T h a t  i s  why,  t o  t h i s  d a y,  we  s p e ak  o f  b a r r e l s  o f  o i l  r a t h e r  t h an  g a l l o n s .  •  HOT OFF  THE PRESS   A s  t h e  p ape r  g oe s  t h r o ugh  t h e  r o t a r y  p r i n t i n g 
p r e s s  f r i c t i o n  c a u s e s  i t  t o  h e a t  u p .  T he r e f o r e ,  i f  yo u  g r a b  t h e  p ape r  r i g h t  o f f  t h e  p r e s s  i t ’s  h o t .  T h e  exp r e s s i o n  mean s  t o  g e t  immed i a t e  i n f o rma t i o n .
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 hen we opened our doors over 150 years ago, banking was a little different than  

it is today. Transactions were recorded in ledger books by hand, and a visit to the bank 

was made on horseback, by way of dirt roads. Yet, while the way we bank has changed 

over the years, Bank of Stockton’s principles of excellent customer service, financial 

stability and community involvement have remained a constant throughout our history. 

We’ve always stayed true to our roots, holding personalized service and safety as our 

highest priorities.

Today, our customers enjoy the latest in banking innovations like mobile banking and 

mobile deposit through our mobile app, so they can bank from anywhere in the world. But 

regardless of how our customers like to bank, our old-fashioned personalized service will 

always be our trademark. From 1867 to today, our customers’ satisfaction will always  

be our greatest reward.

The Bank of Stockton’s history is filled with strong values and traditions that continue  

to influence our decisions today. Let us take you back in time to the very beginning, to the 

men with the vision, hopes and dreams that laid the foundation for the Bank of Stockton 

that we are today.

Douglass M. Eberhardt 
CEO and Chairman of the Board 

Bank of Stockton and  
1867 Western Financial Corporation

Bank of Stockton

Douglass M. Eberhardt, CEO and Chairman 
of the Board, Bank of Stockton and 1867 

Western Financial Corporation (left) 
with his son Douglass M. Eberhardt II, 
President, Bank of Stockton and 1867 

Western Financial Corporation

Douglass M. Eberhardt II 
President, Bank of Stockton and  

1867 Western Financial Corporation



C A L I FO R N I A’S  O L D ES T  B A NK  S T I L L  O P ER AT IN G  UND ER  I T S  O R I G IN A L  CH A R T ER

The year was 1867, just two years after the Civil War. Banks were failing throughout the country as the fibers of a young nation were 
mending. Struggles of the past were forgotten and new hopes were emerging. Stockton’s annual flood had long since passed, and the 
blistering summer heat had turned the City’s rivers into avenues of dust. The population of Stockton at this time was 4,429, consisting  
of 3,582 white males, 357 white females, 379 domesticated Indians and 81 blacks. 

On the 12th day of August, 1867, a Certificate of Incorporation of the Stockton Savings and Loan Society (Bank of Stockton’s original 
name) was filed with the San Joaquin County clerk. The first group of organizers, 29 in number, met at the office of the Union Copper 
Mining Company on El Dorado Street near Main, in Stockton, California. The following gentlemen were incorporators:

The following named persons were also said to 
be the Board of Nine Directors who managed the 
affairs of the Bank for the first six months: 

P. E. Connor

H. H. Hewlett

L. M. Hickman

J. M. Kelsey

R. B. Lane

James Taylor

L. U. Shippee

Samuel Miller

Andrew McShane

P. E. Connor

E. Conklin

A. W. Simpson 

L. Howard

W. P. Miller

L. M. Hickman

O. M. CIayes

Chas. Belding

L. U. Shippee 

J. M. Kelsey

E. S. Pillsbury

L. L. Howland

R. B. Lane

J. McMullen

James Taylor

John Sedgwick

Andrew McShane

Timothy Paige

H. H. Hewlett

J. B. Webster

H. B. Underhill

Samuel Miller

B. W. Bours

Thomas Volland

James Littlehale

Wm. Fogarty

R. B. Smith

H. Dohrman

Chas. G. Hubner

Bank of Stockton
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It was on that day, August 12, 1867, that the Bank of  
Stockton was born. In light of the Civil War, banks had been 
closing at an alarming rate throughout the nation. This was due 
in large measure to the confusion caused by the war and a highly 
unstable currency. The many elements that would turn most 
men away inspired these 29 men to band together to provide the 
people of Stockton with order and strength for their financial 
needs. They pledged to raise $100,000 in U.S. gold coins with 
which to start the Bank. These men shared a vision of a strong 
financial institution that would serve the growing community. 
Although they had vastly different backgrounds, they shared the 

determination to see their vision through to success. 

They elected as President, J. M. Kelsey, who was then the San Joaquin County Treasurer  
and Tax Collector. Mr. Kelsey was also an Officer of the Union Copper Mining Company,  

in addition to other business interests. James Littlehale, the Bank’s first Cashier, arrived in 
Stockton in 1852. He was a City Treasurer from 1866 to 1874 
and operated a successful produce brokerage, in addition to being 

Secretary-Treasurer to the Union Copper Mining Company.   

B. W. Bours came from a pioneer land and banking family in 
Stockton. His name still lives on with the dedication of Bours Park 
in Stockton. L. U. Shippee, who later became the Bank’s second 
President, was a major landowner in the county. One name on the 

first Board of Directors that was destined to continue on through 

the years was Andrew W. Simpson, who served as a Vice President 
for 54 years, from 1867 to 1921. Born in Brunswick, Maine, on July 15, 
1831, he came to Stockton in November 1851, securing work in the 
lumber business with his brother, Asa.  Commerce, Main, Madison 

In 1836 there were 1,600 state 
chartered private banks issuing 
paper money. Those state notes were 
easily counterfeited and along with 
Bank failures caused confusion. 

On the edge of bankruptcy, and 
needing to finance the Civil War, 
Congress authorized the first U.S. 
Treasury Demand Notes, which 
were replaced by U.S. Notes (called 
greenbacks from their ink color to 
discourage counterfeiting). These 
notes continued to be issued until 
1971. In 1865 gold certificates were 
issued against gold coins and bullion 
and continued to circulate until 1933. 
In 1866 National Bank Notes became 
predominant and replaced State 
notes with the value of currency 
stabilizing. Silver Certificates were 
issued in 1878 and were last issued 
in 1957.

1855

James Harrison 
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machine
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machine motor

Louis Pasteur 
invents 
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1st President - J. M. Kelsey

2nd President - L. U. Shippee

James Buchanan 
sworn in as  

15th President

Frankl in Pierce 
sworn in as  

14th President
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and Weber Avenue bound the main yard of his lumber business.   
A. W. Simpson was a member of the Weber Fire Engine Company 
as well. In 1888, he was a delegate to the Republican National 
Convention in Chicago. He was succeeded by his son, A. W. 
Simpson, Jr., and at his death in 1945, Andrew W. Simpson III 
was elected to the Board. He retired from the Board in 1984. In 
1868, another name, well known to local residents, appeared on the 
Board; Charles Haas, who served until 1911, and was succeeded 
by his son, Charles J. Haas, who served until 1915. In more recent 
years, grandson R. Raymond Haas served as a Director from 1937 
until his death in 1966. This name was well known for the family 
business of “Haas & Sons,” a jewelry store, founded in the 1850s. 
Haas & Sons were in business for over a century, run by three 
generations of the Haas Family until Raymond’s retirement in 
1964. The men who founded the bank were self-made businessmen 
and well-respected community leaders. 

The first location of the Bank of Stockton was shared with  
the Union Copper Mining Company at 179 El Dorado Street,  
between Main Street and Levee. Since that time, Levee has been 
changed to what we know today as Weber Avenue. The rent was  
a mere $41 per month! Today, that location would be 75 North  
El Dorado. When bank business began on September 20, 1867, the 
Bank’s founders had so much faith in the community and its people 
that they actually loaned money before the first deposit came in!  
The first loan of $1,000 was made to J. A. Walker. The following 
day, the first commercial deposit was made by Jones, Hewlett & 
Sons. H. H. Hewlett was an owner of this business, as well as an The first deposit came from Jones, Hewlett & Sons

Our first location on El Dorado Street
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Directors to cancel the sale. Another group 

of Stockholders urged the purchase of the 

Charles M. Weber block bound by Hunter, 

El Dorado, Weber and Bridge (The Hotel 

Stockton area) for $23,000. This site was 

known as “Weber’s Hole” and was not 

accepted by the Board. Later, the Stockton 

Baths were built on that site, and after they 

were destroyed by fire, The Hotel Stockton 

Company bought the land. The hotel was 

opened in 1910. 

original founder and Director of the Bank 
of Stockton. He served from August 12, 
1867, to September 8, 1868, and again 
served on the Board from January 1894 
until his death in 1903. He was known as 
one of the most successful bankers on the 
Pacific Coast, holding the second largest 
amount of stock in the Bank of California.  
He was also connected with other banking 
institutions in the State. Within the first 
24 days of operation, James Littlehale, the 
Bank’s Cashier, was proud to report to the 
Board $100,000 worth of business!

A large part of the early acceptance of 
the Bank was due to the reputation of the 
men who were its founders. The leading 
principles by which they operated had  
a great deal of meaning to depositors.   
A document, entitled “An Agreement with 
Depositors” pledged that the Bank’s Board 
of Directors would use deposits to make 
loans and investments, but always within 
the Laws of California, and always with 
the safety of depositors to come before the 
profit of the Corporation. In one case, the 
Board of Directors of the Bank voted to 
buy “feed and seed” for a local farmer who 

had experienced a 
run of ill fortune.  
The feed and seed 
would enable him 
to plant and reap a 
crop, which meant 
that he could meet 
his obligations 
and keep his farm.  
The Minutes of 
the Directors 
recall that their 
vote in this matter 
was unanimous, 
indicative of their 
genuine concern 
for the well being of their customers and 
community.

In 1874, a deal was made to purchase 
the northwest corner of Main and El 
Dorado Street in Stockton. Incidentally, 
the business center of Stockton at that time 
and for many years to follow was bound 
by Hunter, Market and Levee. A group 
of Stockholders objected to the purchase 
price of $24,000 as well as the location, 
and their vigorous protest caused the 

The Hotel Stockton on Weber Avenue was built on the old Bath House site
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In 1875, Bank business had increased 
to the point where the original office was 
too small to provide sufficient service; 
consequently, a lease was signed for the rental 
of the McKee Building at the southwest 
corner of Hunter and Main, later occupied 
by the Sterling Department Store. The rent  
was $220 per month, less $50 received by 
sub-renting the basement. The ten-year 
lease was signed December 30, 1875. 

On February 1, 1876, the first meeting 
was held in the “New Banking House.” 
The President reported that a new vault, 
plus furniture, and the expense of moving 
had cost $6,398.86. President Kelsey was 
not destined to enjoy the new environment 
for long. On January 29, 1877, a special 
Meeting of the Board was called to pass 
resolutions of respect for Mr. Kelsey, who 
was that morning, found dead in his row 

boat on Stockton Slough near Banner 
Island. On February 6, 1877,  
L. U. Shippee was elected President. 
Shippee had large farming interests and 
gave his name to a parcel of land still 
known as “Shippee Tract.” He served for 
a period of 16 years until 1893 and was 
responsible for bringing the first State 
Fair of California to Stockton. His name 
lives on in the community for many 
achievements. A man whose name was 
destined to remain prominent throughout 
the years succeeded Shippee: Fred M. West. 

West had been elected Secretary in 1880,  
following the death of James Littlehale, 
and after his selection as President in 1893, 
served in this capacity until 1909. It was at 
the December 10th meeting of 1903 that 
the Board considered buying what was 
known as the “Arcade Property” on the 
northeast corner of Main and San Joaquin 
from Messrs. Rosenbaum, Guernsey and 
Fraser for the sum of $75,000. After the 
approval of the attorneys, the deal was 
closed on December 2, 1903. Speaking 
of attorneys, Nicol and Orr had been 
elected attorneys for the Bank of Stockton, 
and that firm with its various changes in 
personnel, evolved to Nutter and Orr, then 
Nutter and Rutherford, then Rutherford The McKee Building - our second location
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and Hancock, then Rutherford, Jacobs, Cavalero and  
Dietrich and in later years, Bray, Geiger, Rudquist & Nuss,  
who represented the Bank for many years. 

On July 17, 1906, a special Meeting of the Stockholders 
authorized the expenditure of $250,000 to build a new bank. 
This new home for the Bank of Stockton was constructed on the 
northeast corner of Main and San Joaquin Street. “Stockton’s 
First Skyscraper” graced the paper as headlines, and it was the 
new Bank of Stockton that the community was talking about. 
Such was the pride of the Stockton community that Frank 
Daniel Briare, Jr. made the first deposit when the Bank opened 
for business in its new home. The young man was fifteen years 

of age and was standing at the head of a long line before nine o’clock in the morning. He had 
his mind made up that he would have the proud distinction of placing the first deposit in the 
Bank’s new location. This young fellow was nicknamed “Frank on the Spot” by the Stockton 
community because of his eager enthusiasm. Frank’s dad was the City’s Chief of Police.

President Fred West built 
upon the tradition of Bank  
of Stockton’s commitment to 
the community. West, also  
a County Treasurer, played  
a major role in bringing both 
the Santa Fe and Western 
Pacific Railroads to Stockton.  
He was also the first President 
of the Stockton Chamber 
of Commerce. West Lane, 
in Stockton and Lodi, is 
named after the West family.  

B A N K  VA U LT S  
C O N S T R U C T E D  T O 

T H WA RT  T H E  L I K E S  
O F  J E S S I E  J A M E S

The history of securing valuables 

with locks dates back to the 

ancient Egyptians. In the United 

States, iron safes were in common 

use up to the mid-19th century.  

The California Gold Rush spawned 

a whole class of bank robbers 

for whom these safes were no 

match. Banks began installing 

“strongrooms” in the basements of 

their buildings, many of which had 

“vaulted” ceilings, thus the name.  

In 1861, Linus Yale, Jr. invented 

the modern combination lock. Six 

years later, Stockton Savings & 

Loan Society was founded.

WWI Doughboys leaving from Weber Avenue in Stockton - Circa 1916
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1890 1895

President West’s nephew, Frank A. West, 
served as Director of the Bank from 1910 to 
1912, and again from 1913 to 1915. Frank 
West, Jr. served on the Board from 1952 to 
1973.  Incidentally, Director Frank West, 
Jr.’s grandmother was a Kelsey. Frank was 
the great-grandson of our first President,  
J. M. Kelsey. Another Kelsey sister married 
Otto Grunsky, an uncle of a former  
Vice President and Trust Officer, Carrol  
G. Grunsky. The Kelsey family through the 
female side has been closely associated with 
the Bank through many generations.

The early years of the Bank of Stockton 
concluded with a span of father-son 
leader-ship. R. E. Wilhoit, elected to the 
Board in 1894, succeeded Fred M. West as 
President in September 1909. Having served 
his community as a County Supervisor, 
Recorder, City Council President and 
Board of Education President, R. E. 
Wilhoit exemplified the Bank of Stockton’s 
philosophy of community involvement and 
commitment. At the Annual meeting on 
January 15, 1917, R. E. Wilhoit asked that 
he be relieved of the duties of President 
due to ill health, although he would 
remain on the Board. His son, Eugene L. 
Wilhoit, served as President from 1917 
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Built in 1908, the Bank’s Main Street branch building was known as the first skyscraper in Stockton 
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1900

to move a small college 
to the Stockton area 
from San Jose. Tully 
first called on Gene 
Wilhoit.  Wilhoit had 
been a graduate of the 
College of Pacific in 
the San Jose campus 
and in 1922 was elected 
to C.O.P.’s Board of 
Regents. In 1924, 
Eugene Wilhoit and 
Tully Knoles formed 

a committee to help 
raise money to relocate 
the University from 
San Jose to Stockton.  
Once here, one of the 
first things the college 
needed was financial 
assistance, and Wilhoit 
strongly approved 
it.  This enabled the 
College of Pacific, now 
the University of the 
Pacific, to move to 
Stockton.

With the advent of 
the Second World War, 

Stockton’s expansion took a new twist. Its 
airport became a training base for young 
flyers; the new port was being run by the 
Army, the Navy was training officers at 
the College of the Pacific, and the marine 
industry in Stockton was working around 
the clock to turn out mine sweepers, tugs 
and barges. When the hostilities ended, the 
largest westward migration of people since 
the Gold Rush hit California. Stockton, 
sharing in this growth, saw its city limits 
moving out in all directions. R. E. Wilhoit

R.E. Wilhoit and Sons office on Main Street in Stockton - Circa 1890

to 1949, and not only maintained, but 
augmented the prestige of the Wilhoit 
name in financial circles. When the Bank 
of Stockton was frequently referred to as the 
“Wilhoit Bank,” it carried with it a ring of 
confidence and assurance to depositors and 
stockholders alike. On June 21, 1922, R. E. 
Wilhoit was seated at his desk at the Bank 
when he slumped forward, dead of a heart 
attack. A fitting way for him to go, in the 
environment he loved so well.

The Bank of Stockton and Eugene 
Wilhoit were instrumental in bringing 
University of Pacific to Stockton. In the 
early 1920’s, Tully C. Knoles came to 
Stockton, with the purpose of arranging 
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1905 1910

Bank President, R. L. Eberhardt (center, holding shovel), and his son, Robert M. Eberhardt (far left, closest to camera), 
at the groundbreaking of the Headquarters Office on the corner of Miner Avenue and San Joaquin Streets in Stockton

In 1949, R L. Eberhardt, (Ebe), became 
the sixth President of the Bank of Stockton. 
Ebe graduated from the University of 
California in 1923 with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. He served in the U.S. 
Army, American Expeditionary Forces in 
WWI and became a Master Sergeant with 
numerous military honors. In 1924, he 
married Charlotte H. MacKenzie and they 
had four children. With experience as an 
accountant with Irvine & Muir Lumber 
Company in Willits, CA, and experience 
as Assistant Cashier with Bank of Willits, 

he became a State Bank Examiner for the 
California State Banking Department.   
In 1927, he came to the Bank of Stockton 
as Assistant Vice President and Cashier. 
At that time, the Bank’s assets totaled 
$9,000,000. In 1931, he became Vice 
President and in 1936, he was elected to 
the position of Executive Vice President. 
He served in that position until 1949, when 

he was elected President of the Bank. Ebe 
was most active in Civic Affairs, as shown 
by his many years on the Port Commission 
and County Fair Board. He also served 
as President of the California Bankers 
Association and was a long time Regent of 
the University of the Pacific. Much of the 
Bank’s growth took place in the 36 years 
that R. L Eberhardt was associated with it.

Growth and ChanGe

R. L. Eberhardt
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1915

Ebe had plans for a new Head 
Office bank building to be located 
at Miner and San Joaquin Streets 
in Stockton, where for many 
years, the steeple of the Central 
Methodist Church had been a 
Stockton landmark. The Bank’s 
Headquarters Office, as you 
know it today, located on Miner 
Avenue and San Joaquin, was R. L. 
Eberhardt’s crowning achievement. 
The architect, engineers, builders 
and interior decorators all did an 
outstanding job; but first had to 
come the vision, the planning, 
the setting aside and budgeting 
of finances, and above all, the 
necessary drive to carry it through. 
In 1960, this vision of a bigger  
and greater Bank of Stockton  
was at last completed. Thousands 
of people came to see “the most 
modern banking facility in the 
state.” 

R. L. Eberhardt served as 
President from 1949 until his death 
in 1963, when his son, Robert 
(Bob) M. Eberhardt, was named 
President.

The Bank’s Headquarters, as it stands today at Miner and San Joaquin 
Streets, was constructed in 1960 under the direction of R. L. Eberhardt

B R I N G I N G  
T H E  U N I V E R S I T Y  
O F  T H E  PA C I F I C  
T O  S T O C K T O N

In Rockwell Hunt’s (“Mr. California”) 
History of the College of the Pacific, 
he names Stockton Savings & Loan 
Bank president E. L. Wilhoit, also 
a Trustee of the college, as one 
of the two most influential men 
in Stockton during the campaign 
to bring the campus here. Wilhoit 
“proved to be an anchor to the local 
financial campaign – steady, loyal, 
resourceful.”  Wilhoit and Methodist 
pastor Rev. A. C. Bane were 
instrumental in getting the initial 
forty acres of land for the campus 
donated, and in securing $600,000 
in pledges from the community.

Ford plant instal ls 
moving assembly l ine

World War I begins 
- Ends in 1918

Hamburger bun 
created by cook at 

White Castle

Woodrow Wilson 
sworn in as  

28th President

Bel l & Graham conduct 
fi rst phone cal l between 

San Francisco and NY

U.S. Congress declares 
war on Germany & 
joins A l l ies in WWI



1920 1925

 Bob graduated from the University of 
the Pacific in Stockton. After finishing his 
secondary education at the New Mexico 
Military Institute, Bob enrolled at UOP 
where he played football for the famous 
coach, Amos Alonzo Stagg. Midway 
through the season, he was called by the 
Air Force to serve in the Azores and France. 
Following World War II, he returned home 
to discover that University rules mandated 
that he begin his college education again  
as a freshman. Meanwhile, Bob married 
Mary Elizabeth “Mimi” Dutton in 1949. 
Upon graduation in 1951, Bob was eager to 
follow in his father’s footsteps as a banker. 

In 1952, Bob joined the California State 
Banking Department as an examiner – the 
same position his father had held 28 years 
earlier. He remained an examiner until 
1956, when he began working at the Bank 
of Stockton. 

In 1958, he was named to the Board  
of Directors, and in 1959, he was appointed 
Vice President. In 1961, he became 
Executive Vice President and worked 
alongside his father. In 1963, following his 
father’s death, he took the helm as President 
of Bank of Stockton, as well as President 
of the Independent Bankers Association of 
Northern California. 
That same year, he 
succeeded his father as 
a member of the Board 
of Regents at UOP. 

In 1969, at the 
age of 42, Robert M. 
Eberhardt became 
one of the youngest 
presidents of the 
California Bankers 
Association. As 
chairman of the 
Bankers Responsible 
Government 

Committee, he helped bring community 
banks together to give them a voice in 
legislation in order to compete with 
larger national banks. Bob’s many 
accomplishments brought greater strength 
to his leadership, and so the Bank of 
Stockton continued to grow steadily and 
successfully. 

In 1968, President Eberhardt negotiated 
with Bessie Carson Gunton, the daughter 
of one of the Bank’s original depositors, 
William McKendree Carson, for the 
purchase of the land formerly owned 

R. M. Eberhardt
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Brothers, Robert M. Eberhardt and Douglass M. Eberhardt at the Carson Oaks Ground 
breaking on July 12, 1969 on the corner of Ben Holt and Pacific Avenue in Stockton
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1930

 (L to R) Robert M. Eberhardt, Bessie Carson 
Gunton and California State Assemblyman Robert 

Monagan at the Carson Oaks ribbon cutting

Robert M. Eberhardt (back, r), with Bessie 
Carson Gunton, (seated) and family, during the  

Carson Oaks branch grand opening

piece of land was purchased for the purpose 

of the Bank’s first “Branch Office,” and 

it carried with it much meaning since 

Carson had his ranch there years before 

the Bank was founded. The Carson Oaks 

Office opened its doors in 1970 and even 

today continues to serve a large part of 

the Stockton community, accommodating 

numerous businesses and customers due  

to its convenient location. 

The first Branch for Bank of Stockton was Carson Oaks on Ben Holt Drive in North Stockton  
shown at its Grand Opening in 1970
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by her father. It is where Pacific Avenue 

and Benjamin Holt Drive in Stockton 

are located today. Carson was one of the 

county’s earliest ranchers. He had a great 

influence on construction in the Stockton 

area, as well as supervising the building of 

the first “Grand Hotel.” Carson acquired 

a Spanish land grant in the vicinity of the 

Five Mile House on Lower Sacramento 

Road and made his residence there. This 
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The 1980s saw even more growth for 
the Bank, with the acquisition of Mid-Cal 
National Bank. The four new locations 
gave Bank of Stockton immediate branch 
representation throughout San Joaquin 
County with branches in Lodi, Tracy, 
Manteca and into Amador County with  
the Pine Grove office. The Bank of Stockton  
branch network was born. 

On September 16, 1990, the Bank’s Quail 
Lakes Delta Office opened in Stockton. The 
historical Delta theme for the new office 
was established to recall an era when the 
surrounding areas in Northwest Stockton 
were once part of the vast Delta wetlands. The Quail Lakes Branch was built to help service the growing needs of northwest Stockton
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1935 1940

1980 saw the Bank expand into the surrounding communities of Lodi, Tracy, Manteca and Pine Grove
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Slow, cautious growth has been a tradition for Bank of Stockton. In May of 1990, the 
opportunity arose for the Bank to acquire the deposits of Royal Oaks Savings and Loan.  
This acquisition created a new Ripon branch location for Bank of Stockton. The Bank grew 
in other areas as well. Under Bob Eberhardt’s visionary leadership, the Bank introduced 
many new products and services, all focusing on one primary goal: to provide our customers 
with greater convenience and better service. In 1991, Bank of Stockton became a member of 
the STAR SYSTEM® ATM network, and shortly after added CIRRUS® and EXPLORE® 
features to its ATM cards, allowing customers to get cash and make point-of-sale purchases 
worldwide. In 1992, ACCESS 24, a 24-hour voice account information phone line, joined the 
list of conveniences. This product allowed customers to inquire about their deposit and loan 
account information via a touch-tone telephone, twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week. 
In 1993, Bank of Stockton became the first bank on the west coast to introduce the innovative 
“Image Check System” which replaced cancelled checks with reduced images of checks. The 
convenience of imaged statements was well received by customers with a 99% acceptance rate. 

In 1990, Bob Eberhardt acquired the photograph collection of late Stockton photographer, 
Leonard Covello, with the purpose of preserving local history. While it may seem unusual for 
a bank to show interest in historical photos, the Bank of Stockton had many historic items and 
photos of its own in an existing collection. The Covello Collection, which dated back to 1850 
and consisted of more than 21,000 historical images from the Central Valley, the Mother Lode 
and surrounding communities, was an opportunity that Eberhardt could not pass up. The entire  
collection is now scanned into a visual database. This amazing technology allows the Bank to 
maintain the images of the past in perpetuity in the safest of environments, so they can be shared 
with future generations. Since then, the Collection has grown to over 31,000 photographs.

In the fall of 1994, President Robert M. Eberhardt unexpectedly passed away. He was on  
a long-awaited family vacation in Budapest, Hungary with his wife, Mimi and his brother and 
sister-in-law, Douglass and Margie Eberhardt. After a perfect day of pheasant hunting, Bob died 
of a heart attack. The legacy of leadership, commitment and determination that Robert M. 
Eberhardt left behind continues to serve as a major component of Bank of Stockton’s strength. 

D O C U M E N T I N G  
T H E  H I S T O RY  O F  O U R 

H O M E  T O W N S  T H R O U G H 
P H O T O G R A P H S

The invention of the camera utilizing 
photographic film was a monumental 
step forward in the preservation of the 
history of daily life for future generations.  
Developed by George Eastman in 1885, 
his first camera was introduced in 1888 
and was called the Kodak. Images 
were able to be captured not by just 
professional photographers, but by 
individuals chronicling their own towns, 
families and lives.

When local photographer, Leonard 
Covello’s photo collection was offered for 
sale in 1990, Bob Eberhardt, aware of 
the history that would be preserved by 
securing the photographs, acquired the 
entire lot of over 21,000 images dating 
back to the 1850s for the Bank. Since 
the original acquisition, another 10,000 
plus images have been added to this 
astounding collection.

1945

First black and white  
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The tradition of family leadership 
continued when Douglass M. Eberhardt 
took his seat as the bank’s eighth President 
pledging his commitment to the traditions 
and philosophies that made Bank of 
Stockton a success for well over a century. 

Douglass Eberhardt graduated from 
the College of the Pacific in 1959 with 
a Major in Business Administration and 
a Minor in Economics. He is a 1966 
graduate of the University of Washington 
Pacific Coast Banking School and a 
1974 graduate cum laude of the School 

for Bank Administration, majoring in 
Controllership. He also served in the 
U.S. Army Reserves, Armor Corps. 
Eberhardt has served on University of the 
Pacific’s Board of Regents from 2000 to 
2013 and has been very involved in the 
progress and growth of the University’s 
Eberhardt School of Business, named after 
the Eberhardt family in June of 1997, 
exemplifying their contributions over 
many years to the University. Like his 
brother and father before him, Doug 
is very involved in the community and 
serves on numerous 
boards and 
affiliations. 

Under the 
leadership of 
Douglass Eberhardt, 
the Bank has 
maintained its 
strong reputation 
for excellent service, 
while becoming a 
leader in banking 
technologies. 
Although Bank of 
Stockton continues 

Douglass M. Eberhardt, 2007

to hold the distinction of being the oldest 
bank in California still operating under 
its original charter, Eberhardt’s vision was 
to take the bank into the new millennium 
with slow, cautious growth and state of the 
art banking technology to give customers 
the convenience they deserve. Doug 
Eberhardt’s commitment to technology 
continues to put the Bank of Stockton on 
the map as a true leader in community 
banking innovations. 

In the spring of 1996, the Bank proudly 
introduced its depositors to internet 

the Vision Continues
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banking supporting Intuit’s Quicken, 
QuickBooks and Microsoft Money. The 
Bank was on the cutting edge, offering 
electronic banking before any other local 
bank in its markets. In tandem with the 
offering of electronic banking, Eberhardt’s 
bank was the first community bank in its 
markets to launch a website on the bank’s 
products, services and history. 

Eberhardt also saw opportunity in 
response to a growing customer base in 
the Manteca area, and built a new, larger 

Manteca office in the fall of 1997. The  
new branch, located on North Main Street, 
opened its doors with over 11,750 square 
feet of space, 60 parking spaces, six drive-
up lanes and drive-up ATMs. The bank  
closed its old location shortly thereafter, 
since the new location was an instant 
success with the Bank’s customers. 

On December 5, 1997, Bank of Stockton 

officially acquired three Bank of America 

branches, giving the bank representation 

in the new markets of Angels Camp in 

Calaveras County, and Rio Vista in Solano 
County. The acquisition included a large 

B of A office in Ripon that was soon 
remodeled and became the bank’s main 
Ripon location. 

Marking another milestone in the 

bank’s history, Bank of Stockton became 
the first community bank headquartered 
in the Central Valley to reach more than 
$1 billion in assets in May of 1999. This 

accomplishment further solidified the 

bank’s position of strength. 
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Branch growth continued in 1997 with the acquisition of the Angels Camp, Rio Vista and Ripon offices
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1965 1970

Since Bank of Stockton was a leader 
in its markets with regard to electronic 
banking, early adapters quickly signed up 
for the product. Eberhardt recognized that 
a barrier in electronic usage was the ease 
of subscribing to an Internet connection 
and as a result, in October of 1999, the 
Bank became its own Internet Service 
Provider (ISP), offering Internet access to 
complement the Banks Internet product 
offerings. The opening of its very own 
Online Banking Department was not 
far behind. In keeping with the Bank’s 
tradition of personalized service, Eberhardt 
felt that the specialized area of banking 
technology required the personalized 
service and attention of a dedicated 
department to handle questions personally. 

Again seeking the most in convenience 
for his customers, the bank introduced the 
Master Money Debit-ATM card, offering 
customers the convenience of purchasing 
directly from one’s checking account 
anywhere MasterCard is accepted. 

For Bank of Stockton, Y2K was a time 
to celebrate, a moment that would give new  
meaning to “withstanding the test of time.” 

For two years prior to the dawn 
of the new millennium, the 
Bank had readied its computer 
systems through rigorous 
testing of hardware, software, 
equipment and facilities.  
When Y2K arrived on January 
1, 2000, it was “business as 
usual” without a glitch. 

The financial success of the 
Bank of Stockton under Doug 
Eberhardt’s guidance afforded 
the bank the opportunity to 
invest in new technology that 
revolutionized the way people banked.   
In April 2000, Bank of Stockton was the 
first bank in the state to offer Internet 
banking with Check Imaging™. This new 
delivery channel required no software and 
could be accessed on the Internet at www.
bankofstockton.com, where customers could 
receive “real time” (immediate) account 
information, make real time transfers 
between Bank of Stockton accounts, make 
payments on loans and view or print actual 
images (fronts and backs) of their cleared 
checks. This “Check Imaging™” feature 

was first in its markets and first in the U.S.  

Bank of Stockton was again the leader, 

offering its customers the most convenient 

way to bank. 

In 2001, the Bank focused on maintain-

ing its leadership position in technology  

and service by further enhancing its  

Internet Banking product. The introduction  

of e-mail balance notification allowed 

customers the ability to receive an e-mail 

notice based on their pre-selected balance 

amounts, while the addition of a credit card 

tab allowed customers to view their Bank 

of Stockton bankcard balance and make 
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In the spring of 2000, Bank of Stockton was the first bank in 
California to offer online banking to their customers
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1975

payments directly from their checking accounts. In 2002, the bank raised the bar again, by 
introducing ‘Deposit Detail’, whereby customers could see the front and back of each deposit 
slip and every item deposited within each deposit. 

In February of 2003, Bank of Stockton opened a new branch in the city of Oakdale, located  
in the Miller-Murdoch Building in the historic center of Oakdale. The branch was well received 
in the Oakdale community and became the bank’s first location in the Stanislaus market. 

The following fall, the Bank acquired Modesto Commerce Bank and Turlock Commerce 

Bank as Divisions of Bank of Stockton. The additional branches added over $330 million 

in assets and increased the Bank’s assets to approximately $1.75 billion. Their acquisition 

Modesto and Turlock Commerce Banks joined the Bank of Stockton family in 2003

M O B I L E  B A N K I N G 
A L L O W S  B A N K I N G  A N Y 
T I M E  –  A N Y  W H E R E . 

Who would think, coming from such 

humble beginnings of hand written 

ledgers and traveling by horse back 

to the bank, that technology would 

progress in 150 years to allow us to 

check our balances, transfer funds, 

make deposits or monitor our accounts 

and cards at our convenience from 

anywhere in the world? 

We are eagerly looking forward to the 

changes in the future that will continue 

to make banking easier to fit into our 

busy schedules.

First VCR  
introduced by JVC

First hand-held cel l -phone 
demonstrated by Motorola

Patent granted for  
cordless home phone

First Apple  
computer sold

Gerald Ford 
sworn in as  

38th President

Television show 
Wheel of Fortune 

premiers



Elk Grove Commerce Bank opened in 2006 on Laguna Boulevard with the Elk sculpture becoming a city landmark
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expanded the Bank’s branch network into 
Stanislaus County with three full-service 
branches in the Modesto community and 
one in the Turlock community.

On December 21, 2006, Elk Grove 
Commerce Bank, a Division of Bank of 
Stockton, opened its doors at the corner 
of Laguna and Bighorn Boulevard in 
Elk Grove. The 8,000 square foot office 
continues to be noted for its beauty, as well 
as its bronze elk sculpture on the corner, 
now an Elk Grove landmark. 

Always a leader in technological 
innovation, the Bank introduced mobile 
banking using text messaging in December 
of 2007, enabling customers to receive 
account balances, account history, balance 
alerts and transfer funds with a text 
message through their mobile phone.  
In addition to Mobile Text, the Bank 
introduced Mobile Web, where customers 
can use the Internet through their mobile 
device to make transfers, pay bills, find 
ATM locations and more. The Bank is 

proud to offer its customers many avenues 
in which to do their banking. 

On August 25, 2008, to better serve 
the growing customer base in Modesto, 
the Modesto Commerce Bank division 
opened its Dale Road branch. This 6,650 
square foot office was built with four 
drive-through lanes, a drive-through ATM, 
ample covered parking and many energy 
efficient features, making a strong statement 
of the Bank’s investment in the Modesto 
community.

1980 1985

Bi l ly Joel’s 52nd Street 
fi rst commercia l CD made

Sony introduces the fi rst 
consumer camcorder

Walkman - portable audio 
cassette player introduced

Iran- Iraq War begins 
- Ends in 1988

Ronald Reagan 
sworn in as  

40th President
Astronauts fly free  

from space craft in orbit
1st version of Windows  

operating system is released
Martin Luther King  
Day 1st observed
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Modesto Commerce Bank - Dale Road Branch built in 2008 The Sonora location offers branch access for our Mother Lode customers

On March 1, 2009, Bank of Stockton 
announced its plans to purchase the Sonora 
Branch of Wachovia Bank on Washington 
and Church Streets, increasing  to 17 
branches in contiguous market areas. 

The 21st Century continued to be  
a period of innovation, with new develop-
ments in technology being invented at 
an increasingly rapid pace. The Bank of 
Stockton embraced this trend and in 2010,   
introduced “Mobile EZ Enroll,” an online 
enrollment process that delivered account 
alerts via text or email, giving its customers 

powerful banking tools to help them 
control their finances.  

In 2011, the Bank maintained its 
position as a technology leader introducing 
“Image” ATMs at many of its locations.  
Customers could now deposit checks or 
paper money without a deposit slip or 
envelope. The Bank also upgraded its 
Internet Banking platform, offering a more 
robust bill pay module including the ability 
to make payments to individuals, termed 
“person to person payments” or P2P, 
electronically. 

2012 and early 2013 saw the upsurge 
of the mobile platform as a primary means 
of performing banking functions. With 
smartphone usage on the rise across all age 
ranges, the Bank of Stockton recognized 
the demand for mobile banking products 
and launched its own app. In addition to 
being able to check balances, transfer funds, 
pay bills and pay individuals, the app also 
gave customers the added convenience of 
depositing checks. 

2014 saw the introduction of CardValet, 
a mobile app that allows customers to turn 

1990

Hubble  
telescope  
launched

First d ig ita l camera 
produced by Fuj i

Persian Gulf  
War begins 
- Ends 1991

Bi l l Cl inton  
sworn in as  

42nd President
Martin Luther King  
Day 1st observed

Black Monday Stock 
Market crash occurs

27th Amendment  
passed



in Oakdale. Both projects reflect the 
Bank’s continued commitment to these 
communities and its customers that live 
 and work within them.  

In the Fall of 2015, the Bank acquired 
three new branches of First Bank, located 
in Brentwood, Napa and Fairfield. This 
acquisition increased the Bank’s assets to 
$2.4 billion and gave the Bank representation 
in Contra Costa and Napa counties, with 
a second branch in Solano County. The 
acquisition brought the Bank’s branch 
footprint to 19 in 9 contiguous counties.
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1995 2000

Douglass M. Eberhardt II

eberhardt  
Leadership Continues

their debit cards “On” or “Off” providing 
an added layer of protection against fraud.

Technology is a way of life in the 21st 
century and Bank of Stockton continues 
to be a leader among community banks. 
Along with technology, Bank of Stockton 
has built a solid reputation of providing 
personalized service in all its locations 
and encourages customers to stop by its 
branches. To continue providing this level 
of superior service, a significant remodel 
was finished at the Rio Vista location and 
a new branch has just been completed 

In 2015, Douglass Eberhardt II was 
elected 9th President of the Bank of 
Stockton, with Doug Sr. continuing 
as CEO and Chairman of the Board.  
The younger Eberhardt was previously 
Executive Vice President working closely 
with his father for over twenty years. 

Douglass II is a 1989 business graduate 
of  University of the Pacific.

The new Oakdale Branch serves the growing Stanislaus customer base

High-definit ion TVs 
introduced in U.S.

Apple iTunes  
and iPod  

introduced
Segway 

 introduced
9/11 Twin  

Towers attack
Wikipedia 
 launched

First Harry  
Potter book 
publ ished

The World Trade  
Organization is formed

Space Shuttle Atlantis 
docks with Russian 
Space Station Mir

The Dow Jones closes 
above 10,000 for the 

fi rst t ime



 Douglass II is the 4th 

Eberhardt in the Bank’s 

history to be named to  

the position of President, 

preceded by his father, 

Douglass, his uncle Robert, 

and grandfather, R.L. 

“Ebe” Eberhardt. He is 

the 9th President in the 

Bank’s history of 150 

years, continuing the span 

of Eberhardt leadership, 

which began in 1949 with 

the appointment of his 

grandfather.

In July of 2016, the  

Bank decided to consolidate  

the names of its Divisions, Modesto Commerce Bank, Turlock Commerce Bank and Elk Grove 

Commerce Bank, into Bank of Stockton. The consolidation made it easier for customers to 

recognize the Bank of Stockton branches throughout the bank’s 19 branch footprint. 

The Bank is a strong advocate of community support, and reinvests into the communities 

that it serves. Bank employees are encouraged to be actively involved in local non-profits, 

sharing time and talent to help our local communities.

Bank of Stockton opened its doors in 1867, just two years after the Civil War. Since then, 

the Bank continues to set a precedent for superior customer service, quality banking products, 

technological innovation and strength for generations of families and businesses.

PA RT N E R I N G  W I T H  
T H E  C O M M U N I T I T E S 

W E  S E RV E

Beyond its continuing involvement  
at the University of Pacific through the 
Eberhardt School of Business, Bank 
of Stockton is a constant corporate 
contributor to the communities it serves. 

Most of our employees work in the 
communities where they live and 
support their favorite local charitable 
causes. We encourage their community 
participation.  

2005

Staying a leader in technological ly innovative customer service  
is the commitment of our entire Bank team

Kindle  
Released by 

Amazon

Bluetooth  
technology 
introduced

Skype  
launched

Toyota introduced  
hybrid car

Facebook  
launched

First 1gb SD  
card introduced

YouTube  
launched

Twitter  
launched

iPhone  
introduced  
by Apple
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2010 2015 2017

the Communities  
we serVe

Today, Bank of Stockton has 20 branches 
cover ing Cent ral Cal i fornia.

Locations include: Stockton, Lodi, Tracy, Ripon, Manteca, 
Oakdale, Pine Grove, Angels Camp, Rio Vista, Modesto, 

Turlock, Elk Grove, Sonora, Brentwood, Napa and Fairfield.

S T OC K T ON

LODI

E L K  GROV E

P INE  GROV E

T R AC Y

MODE S T O
T UR LOC K

R IP ON

M A N T E C A
OA K DA L E

A NGE L S  C A MP

S ONOR A

R IO  V I S TA

N A PA

BR E N T WOOD

stoCkton Community  
headquarters  
301 East Miner Avenue, Stockton  (209) 929-1600

Carson oaks branCh  
6808 Pacific Avenue, Stockton  (209) 929-1924 

quaiL Lakes deLta branCh  
4515 Quail Lakes Drive, Stockton  (209) 929-1800

anGeLs Camp Community 
229 South Main Street, Angels Camp  (209) 729-2500 

brentwood Community  
6590 Lone Tree Way, Brentwood  (925) 240-0144

eLk GroVe Community  
8150 Laguna Blvd., Elk Grove   (916) 405-4800

FairFieLd Community  
2407 Waterman Blvd., Fairfield  (707) 421-0390

Lodi Community 
120 West Walnut Street, Lodi  (209) 340-2300 
1102 West Kettleman Lane, Lodi (209) 340-2370 

manteCa Community  
660 North Main Street, Manteca  (209) 249-2200 

modesto Community

modesto main branCh 
1302 J Street, Modesto  (209) 521-4100

daLe road branCh
4204 Dale Road, Modesto  (209) 522-7286

napa Community  
1505 2nd Street, Napa  (707) 255-2462

oakdaLe Community 
1376 East F Street, Oakdale  (209) 844-7400

pine GroVe Community 
19892 Highway 88, Pine Grove  (209) 296-5500 

rio Vista Community 
230 Main Street, Rio Vista  (707) 374-5032 

ripon Community 
234 West Main Street, Ripon  (209) 254-2100

sonora Community  
549 South Washington Street, Sonora  (209) 532-3631

traCy Community 
1175 North Tracy Boulevard, Tracy   (209) 820-2000

turLoCk Community 
134 South Golden State Blvd., Turlock  (209) 669-2777

FA IR F IE L D

Siri and iCloud  
introduced by Apple

Apple iPad  
introduced

Stanford scientists 
develop prototype 

bionic eye
Tesla introduces 

electric car

Spotify  
streaming  

music introduced
Obama sworn in  

as 44th President
Trump sworn in  

as 45th President
Space Shuttle 
 fleet reti red

Apple Watch  
introduced

1st solar a i rcraft  
ci rcumnavigates 

 the world 

Pinnacles in  
Cal i fornia becomes 

National Park
Google introduces 

 driverless car



• GETTING DOWN TO BRASS TACKS   A t  fab r i c  s to res  in  Eng land in  t he  ear l y  19th  cent u r y,  when you b rought  your  fab r i c  up  to  t he  counte r  t o  be 
measured,  t hey  s t ret ched t he  fab r i c  bet ween t wo b ras s  t ack s,  hammered in to  t he  counte r  exac t l y  one yard  apar t.  So get t ing  down to  b ras s  t ack s  meant 
get t ing  to  t he  deta i l s  o f  a  negot ia t ion  o r  sa le.   •  CLAPTRAP   Comes f rom t he 1800s where  l ines  were  wr i t t en  in to  p lays  to  cause  t he  aud ience  to  c lap 
o r  app laud -  t hus  t he  c lapt rap! In  la te r  year s  i t  was  used fo r  any th ing  t hat  was  jus t  nonsense o r  showy -  not  rea l l y  mean ing any th ing.   •  NOT WORTH 
ONE RED CENT   When t he  U.S.  began mint ing  co ins,  each co in  was  made o f  a  d i f fe rent  meta l .  The penny was  made f rom copper,  so  i t  got  i t s  n ickname 
a red  cent.  S ince  i t  was  t he  lowes t  denominat ion,  t he  phrase  not  wor t h  one red  cent  meant  t he  work  o r  ob jec t  was  wor t h  nex t  to  noth ing.   •  CUT THE 
MUSTARD   Genera l l y  t hought  to  mean measur ing  up to  a  s t andard  -  many peop le  t h ink  i t  re fe r s  back  to  t he  mi l i t a r y  where  t hey b rought  t he  t roops  together 
fo r  inspec t ion  “mus te r”and t hose  who passed “cu t  t he  mus te r”  o r  in  la te r  year s  -  t he  mus ta rd!   • TOMMY GUN   John.  T.  Thompson,  head o f  t he  Smal l 
A rms D iv i s ion  o f  t he  U.S.  A rmy in  Wor ld  War  I  a long w i t h  Nav y Commander  John Bish,  deve loped and began t he  use  o f  a  smal l  gun t hat  had a  la rge  round 
magaz ine  o f  bu l le t s  t hat  wou ld  f i re  rap id ly.  They cont inued to  re f ine  t he i r  weapon t hat  became known as  t he  “ Tommy Gun.”  Seen in  mov ies  be ing  used 
by  t he  mobs te r s  in  t he  20s,  t he  mach ine  gun was  used by  t roops  in  WWI and WWII.   •  THE REAL McCOY   Thought  to  come f rom t he la te  1800s,  t he re 
was  a  boxer,  Norman Se lby,  a  phenom -  who qu ick ly  became t he  we l te rweight  champion.  H is  r ing  name was “K id  McCoy.”  Rumor  has  i t  t ha t  K id  McCoy 
was  in  a  loca l  wate r ing  ho le  one even ing and had an a rgument  w i t h  a  loca l  pa t ron  who  d idn’t  t h ink  t h is  man was  t he  renown f ighte r  and engaged in 
f i s t i cu f f s .  A f te r  K id  McCoy qu ick ly  pu t  h im on t he  g round,  t he  man rea l i zed he was  “ The Rea l  McCoy!” O ther s  t h ink  i t  came f rom many p romoter s  pas s ing 
o f f  ot her  les se r  known f ighte r s  us ing  h is  name to  d raw a b igger  house.  When t here  was  a  f ight  w i t h  Se lby  -  t hey  renamed h im as  “ The K id  Rea l  McCoy.”   
•  GOBBLEDY GOOK   Co ined by  Congres sman Maur y  Maver i ck  f rom Texas  in  a  speech dur ing  Wor ld  War  I I,  he  compared h is  oppos i t ion  to  t u rkeys,  s c reech ing 
ou t  cont inuous  sounds  w i t hout  much mean ing and s t ru t t ing  about  w i t h  p retense.  Maver i ck  sa id,  “At  t he  end o f  t h i s  gobb le  t here  was  a  so r t  o f  gook .”  
•  RIGMAROLE   One o f  t he  o r ig ins  a t t r ibu tes  R igmaro le  to  t he  re ign  o f  Edward  I  o f  Eng land in  1296.  A s  h is  a rmy wou ld  capt u re  a  town,  he  wou ld  fo rce  t he 
loca l  e l i t e  to  s ign  a  document  o f  a l leg iance  to  h imse l f  -  t he i r  new k ing.  Th is  document  was  wr i t t en  on a  ro l l  o f  parchment,  known as  a  ragman ro l l .  A l l  such 
lega l  document s,  whether  deeds,  w i l l s  o r  ot her  o f f i c ia l  document s  were  t hen re fe r red  to  as  ragman ro l l s  -  a l l  ve r y  du l l,  un in te l l ig ib le  read ing.  The common 
Br i t i sher ’s  speech o f  t he  day t u rned t he  words  in to  r igmaro le  mean ing someth ing t hat  was  long,  compl i ca ted  and o f  l i t t le  use.   •  STRAIGHT FROM THE  
HORSE’S MOUTH   In  hor se  rac ing  c i r c les,  t ips  on which  hor se  wou ld  w in  t he  race  were  f rom t he mos t  t r us ted  au thor i t ies  -  t hose  c loses t  t o  t he  hor se  such 
as  s t ab le  lads  o r  t ra ine r s.  “St ra ight  f rom t he Hor se’s  mouth” meant  an even bet te r  t ip  -  one t hat  might  have come f rom t he hor se!  • RED TAPE   In  Eng land 
-  lega l  document s  in  government  were  t ied  w i t h  a  red  r ibbon.  Th is  red  r ibbon o r  t ape came to  s ign i f y  t he  long labor ious  p roces s  i t  t ook to  move any p iece  o f 
leg is la t u re  fo rward.  •  RED LETTER DAY  S ign i f y ing  a  spec ia l  day  -  t he  o r ig in  o f  Red Let te r  Day dates  back to  t he  la te  1400s when i t  was  common p rac t i ce 
to  mark  a l l  o f  t he  Church’s  ho ly  days  on t he  ca lendar  in  red  ink .  •  A BAKER’S DOZEN   Dat ing  back to  t he  11th  cent u r y,  t he  p r i ce  a t  wh ich  baker s  cou ld  se l l 
b read was  regu la ted  by  t he  p r i ce  o f  wheat.  I f  a  baker  was  found “se l l ing  shor t ”  -  t hey  were  pun ished w i t h  f ines,  f logg ing o r  p i l lo r y ing  in  t he  town square.  From 
fear  o f  rece i v ing  such  har sh  pun ishment,  mos t  baker s  gave a  b i t  more  t han what  t he  per son purchased -  t hus  t he  phrase  a  baker ’s  dozen be ing co ined as  more 
t han 12.  • BITE THE BULLET   Thought  to  have come f rom t he bat t le f ie ld,  “Bi te  t he  Bu l le t ”  means  to  endure  an unp leasant  s i t ua t ion  t he  bes t  way poss ib le. 
In  t he  bat t le f ie ld  so ld ie r s  were  g i ven a  lea t her  be l t  o r  a  bu l le t  t o  b i t e  down on to  he lp  endure  t he  pa in  o f  t he i r  su rger y  per fo rmed w i t hout  any anes t hes ia. 
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